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Tni^rodufctxon 

' - develop in a.-practical form some aspects of the/ ^, 
. SelScl^lal -stucies by Gilbert2, Gorman3, L.nf^rd4, 
-Shif'rinS'arid Tucker^. ^ 
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Backardund ' , * * • ' / . - 

Gilbert recoimnends (Sect 4,3-. 5) 'against the preparation _ 

r.1u"piar^t; iaU in machin. readaWe fom. with . . 
sfrec?ions o? the data being aistributed to "^f ■ 
oettres ?n member states on ;oomputet -tape for local 
exploitation • i . . - ^ ^ 

'This would require an international --^^^^^^l^^^ll 
focus.- of the network (Tucker Sec 3.1) J^cker sees, 
(sec!. 2:2} the processing functions of the network 
international centres as^ including:- ^ • 

Ja)* 'producing' for national cen^fres selective 
^ • ^ indexes and lists in whatever form Required. ^ 
e.g., mi'crbform, computer. typeset" output, line 
-printer listings; or on-line through a video 
terminal; . * * , 

(b) ' processing search profiles, SDI 0^/^^^°- 
• ^ spective, provided by national centres &nd^ - 

■ producig outputs in the desired physit:al - 
form. c *" ^ - 



Ii\ the early stages of the development of ^he computer- 
: based network Tucker assumes that' national centres will 
^provide the international centre ^with machine readable 
data in EublSED Standard MARC or MARC (but not EUblSED 
Standard) or non-MARC. However, he hopes that where- ' ^ 
'na±it)nai ^c^ntres havei been set up after the agreement 
/on EUDISED'stSndards> with systems based on EUDISED 
software, the centres will provide their data to the 
international centra in EUDI-SED Standard MARC, which, 

allow the data to be processed without preliminary 
format conversion (Tucker ^c. 4.2) . Also machine 
readable re.cords selected, from this input would be . 
issued by the intern'ation'al pentre to ^national centres 
in* EUDISED^Standard MARC. , - 



The Experiment • T - 

A, preliminary test of the problems involved in such 
standardised data reporting is detsirable. It is not * 
necessary for this purpose that the data should be 
reported by national centres^ in maichine readable fonty- 
as the initiai pr^lems' are- likely toVbe bibliographic 
and administrative rather" than ^machine dependent - 
^GilJ^ert Sec. 4.3.4) . Accordin'gly,' it is suggested 
that selected national* centres shoulci be contracted 
to report sample data in eye-read!able standefrdised- 
form, for machihe -processing b^ one cefitre that 
simulates for the purpose of this exercise' the'' future 
international centre. 

in the first place It will be necessary tb^ prepare and 
validate a standard, bilingual computer-tagged report 
form with guidance notes. This work would ne based 
upon the draft .EUDISED format drawn up by Linford, the 
media code study by Shifrin and the film implementation 
format of Gorman. ^ # 

I?ach contracting centre willf be asked to-xeport on the 
standard' f9rm , a sample of data selected according to, 
given criteria. A representative range of media will 
be covered, including sound tapes, slides, cinefilms, 
tape-slide presentations and multi-media k^ts,/to test 
^the capability of the format at 'the international level* 

In the subje^ analysis of an ''item the reporting centre 
will be asked to apply %s far as possible the EUDI^SED 
^Multilingual. Thesaurus. Howfever, it; must be noted that 
the Thesaurus will not cover many of' the terms involve^ 
in descriptions of subject coptent.' • 



^ ' Th-^ reported data will be edited arid, converted to 

*^ * machine, readable form ahd" processed by the simulated, ♦ 
international oentr?." It- is suggested that" for the ^ ^ 
. purposes of thi^ test,.'the outputs' should 'be ^r^strictea 
to some or all -cyf:-. 'f' 
•. . . (a) a full / photo-composed eye-readable print-out 
. " . r . .-of the input records irx classified order; 

I (b) a miqrofom^ version of this print-out; 

(c) a small number' of selective listings of 

records according to b'roa^ subject groupings _ 
whose choice would -depend up^jn the materials 
--'--reported; , ^ ~ 

.(d) ■> one or two selective .listings by medium. 
: ■ ■ \ " 

"Before ta final decision is taken, the: participatxng' » 
centres would be inyitod to comment on this- proposed . 
set of outputs. 

3 6 . A^detailed subject, in deSc would not be prepared because 
o£ the multilingual problems inyolved. However, it 
/foight be a useful^* experiment to<produce a simple index 
of educational applidatioris, based upon keywords 
allocated, tq^e-ach record by the reporting .-agency and 
drawn exclusively -from the EUliiSEn Thesaurus. .• ^ 
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3 7 The British Library has informally indicated willingness ■ • 

to undertake the machine processing and to produce the ^ 
outputs. ■■ , ' - 

4. Participation . • • , . 

'.• " It is'-sugaested that the national centres invited to 

accept contracts for the reporting 'of data should ' 
Include organisations in France, Poderal :-op-abi.ic of Germany, , 

5 . • Dissemin ation of Res ults - 

5,1 The outputs ^;ould '.be di^sseminated through^ the Council * • 
of Europe Siicretari^t, ^ ' * 

5 2 It would -be particularly desirable to describe ..the - .■ 

experiment to al^ the national infonri^ticn agenpies . 
(c'urrently^O) that hafve .signified willingness to 
' participate in the :fi^-oposed European. Information System 
for Non-Book Materills (Gilbert^ Appendix -III) . • 
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5.3 '-in addition, any meniber state might purchase foir local 
' experimentation a copy -of the da ta^ tape vith the 
necessary technical documentation. ' 

el Operational Proaraitiroe , 

In summary., the -stages of the operation would he as 

follows:- >s . . 
6 1 Prepare a 'report form and guidance notes in English ^ 
■ and French based upon- the 'draf^£_EUpISED Standard imC 

"format. . ' ^ ' ']('• ' 

6.2 ^ Test the form and notes by asking each cbntracted 

national centre to report a small 'number of items of 
non-book Ttitaterial. c, " .' , 

6.3 Revise -the form and notes as necessaty.- 

6.4 : Obtain about 50 "reports from each contracted centre. 
>6.5 Edit the reports to consistent standards. 

6;6 subject-classify each record. 

6.7 Keyboard and machine process the records. 

6.8 .Prepare. the agreed outputs, and circulate them to the 
'participating centres for comment. ^ 

6.9 '-.Provide copies of* the outputs to thfi Council of Europe 

wi'th the comments and with a brief report on- the whole 
exercise. •' i ' 
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Item. 3 -^Report by the Chairman on the completion of the SUDI3ED 
* Vfork Programme 1974 

- * She 1974 programme w^s concentrated on a simulation exercise' 
^ ' in* the fi^ld of educational research and development 

J[BIJDISED R 5. D). . The computer printouts of the processed* 
\vorksheets of some 250 projects have been publrshed in 

EUDISED' R&D Bulletin 
. • ' • Experimental issue 1975* 

The more Retailed reports received on completed projects 
and pilot projects have been published in the form of five 
' stencilljed documents , under the' title; . , 

EUDISED R L D Information 
J Experimental .issue 1975 , 

. (in Trench: Prance and Switzerland; in English: Austria 
and Federal Republic of Germany; Denmark and Norway; 
Netherlands). / t ' 

The four case studies on the educational E & D inf orrat(ion 
and communication systemfe v^ill be published as soon as all 
the m.anuscripts have .been received, along with an introduc- 
^ tory chapter and concluding remorks by' l.r. 3. Gran. The 
case studies deal with Finland, France, Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom. . 1 

For the continuation of EUDISED R u D see the report on 
the I'bird Annual liejetihg of editors of nation?^l surveys of 
educational research (document DSCS/Rech (7*p) 16) in 
par^:icular poras 4 and 5;" see aiso background document 
^ * DECS/inf (7^)) 4 on problen.s involved' i-n establishing 
EUDiSSp at the national lev^l by J. Vict. '( 

- The C ornrrittee ip__axr)ect(5d_ to _/--ivg_ji;uidance for the c ontinua.- 
HoF'and "I'ufther dbveloTpme'nt oT TiUDI'sTjD R and to.discus_s 
in p'ar'tic ular' how nation al partici pa tion can be enhanced , 
comp lete c cyejfa^c ac hieved and quali'ty. control iinproved . 

Item. 4 - Discussion of proposals for EUDISED v'orlc Prograrnnie 1975 

The Corr.iuittee'.s bureau discussed this :natter on several 
occasions and asked I.;r.- J. Viet and Mr, L. A. Gilbert 
to prepare brief papers on the two proposals eVincemed: 
' ' the .Viet paper (document DECS/Doc (75) 4) deals with the 
analysis, of articles in periodicals specialising in the 
education?il sciences, and the Gilbert paper (docun-.ont 
DECS/Doc (75) 9) discusses the exchange of bibliofijraphical 
inj^brmation about non-book materials. The Conimittee's 
Bureau proposes that simulation exercises - similar to 
the H L D exercise - should be carried out in the two 
above-mentioned fields in accordance with /gu ideline s to - . 
be f;iven by the Committee . / 

.. 7 ■ ■ / ■ 
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A sum total of 132,500 PP lias be^n .made avaia^ble by- the • 
CCC in the 1975 'budget for carrying out sfiimlation 
exercises, The Secretariat proposes to conclude two 
nsain contracts for planning and supervising wthe twc 
activities with lix. Viet and ur. Gilbert respectively, 
and "some eight contracts vath national agencies iijteres.ted 
in perticip^ting in them; for-^araple, four con-l?raets. f or 
each of the two fields." The Sebretariat would therefore * 

^ "be grateful If delegatj.ons concerned uou3,d indicate 
" at the meeting which agencies ar^ Interested in participat- 
ing in these activities ... v ./ • •• , 

• > ' - • . . . 

-In this context the Secretariat would like to report that 
it became' apparent in the Bureau's discussions that 
abstracting of articles in periodicals- is of primary^ 
interest only in . sonie countries whereas o.ther- countries 

• already have developed specific journal's for abstracts, 
some of which are computer-based. In these cases thQ,, 
question; arises how EUillSEi) could 'co-operate with such" - • ^ 
journals and make use of their data bases; this might- 
be a suhject for examination by stuciies to be commissioned 
by the Secretariat on the Committee's recommendation. 

Jtem- 5 - Discussioil of proposals for EUDISSB V/ork Programme 

1976-78 I • . * , ■ . 

The proposals drifted at the occasion of the* Bureau's 
meeting in Luxemcburg on 6-7 November 1974 and contained 
in document BECS/Kpc (74) 22 resulted from consultations 
between the Gommission of the European Communities and the ^ 
Council of Europe's Secretariat in" the summer/of 1974. 
These constiltations were held against the background of 
policy directives to botV} organisations to seek a closer 
co-operation. , • ' 

The report on the Bureau's meeting in Luxembourg is 
contained in document DECS/Bo^c (74) 23. • . 

■Pollovvinc the Luxembourg meeting a "preliminary, assessment 
^- .of the .draft EUDISED p-'-ogramme 1976-78" was commissioned 
'by the Council of Europe's Secretariat and the Commission 
of -the European Communities from hr. ^G. V-. Townsend. The 
study, in offset print, will be distributed in advance of 
the meeting. The estimated annual cost is summarised in 
section -13.5 of the study. 

* * 

The Secretariat would like to emphasize that to date no 
decision has been taken on this draft programme: th^ 
Commission has first to consult with its appropriate 
bodies and the same is true for the Council of Europe. 
The first consultation, at a' technical level will, as far 
as the Council of Europe is concerned, "be held at the 
Committee's meeting. At the next stage the matter has to 
be brought before the Counc3\l for Cultural Co-operation 
for 'further deliberation. s 

The Committee .Us reouested to give a technic al opinion .on 
. thT draft JUDISED Programme 197^^78.- . .J /. .' \J 
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lien 6 - European Survey 1975: Sources of 'ilducational Infomation ' 
.Following consultw»tions between the Cociuission of the 
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Bubnitted to a meeting of experts of , the Committee held .in 
Paris on 24-25 Septeinber 1974. The experts agreed to the^ 
proposal and finalised the cuestionnaire (see document 
»pECS/l)oc (74) 15 paras 10 and 11)l. • ^ . \ 

•The qu^ti'onnaire contained in doouinent DECS/Doc (74) 17 rev* 
' %vas subbitted to the Heads of I)e3!-egations to the Coimcil for 
Cultural Co-operation. by Note Verbale of 25 November 1974# ' 
RepiLies were requested not later than 1 July 1975* 

^ The. Secretariat v?ould- be grateful if* the Committee would 
disquss this matter to ensure .as far as t^ossibl.e the • 
c^O'-d^rdinat i^ n . of the repTie s. ^ - / 

bions from its nine member states., 

^wwuav.u.j. ^arope*s Secretariat would edit tlie remaining 
contributions. Th<^ Secretariat proposes that a Committee 
member be DSl\ed to-. write an introduction to the Survey . • 
; which, it is \hopeci:i' could be published by the end of 1975. 

^ ' \ . ! ^• 

7 - Blection 6f ^Comirdttee Officers 



Lr. Vieij-, who 'succeeded Professor' E. Sgger, Geneva, as 
.Chairr.an of the Committee in 1972, informed the Bureau 
thct-he wishfed to resign. The Bureau will propose that 
Ur\, B. Gran, , who has" taken a very! active part in all EUBISED 
activities from the very beginning, be elected Chsirnian at 
the forthc-ot.iing. meeting. 

Mr. R. E. Coward, who has been appointed Director General 
\of the^B'ritish Library', informed : the Bureau that his mani- 
fold duties made it impossible for him to continue to chair 
-the Working Party on EUDISED Format and Standards, and 
proposed Mr. J. 3. Linford, Bri::ish Library Systems 
Developmcht Branch, as his successor, l-r. Linford being ^ 
well laiovvn to the Com.mittee through his participation in ♦ 
the EUDISED Project and in particular through the studies 
prepared by him., the Committee is requested to endorse 
his nomination. ' The other Working Party, "on the multi- 
Ijngxial EUPISED thesaVirus, remains vinder the' chairmanship 
of Dr. i:. SpangenbergV and both V/orking Parties may -have , 
to meet in the course of 1975-76 to deal with problems 
in their respective fields which requires a prolongation 
of their mandates. \ 

As for .the re-election of the Bureau members, the Secretariat 
proposes that Mr. L. A. \ Gilbert .be also elected to be a 
member of the Bureau .pri\vided that the Committee decides to 
carry out the above-mentioned simulation exercise in the 
field of; non-book m.aterial. 



EBs|C" field ox;non-DooK m.ateriax. 



;GOUNaL OF EUROPE 

-— CONSEIL DE L' EUROPE 

■Strasbourg 4 February l.?75 ' ' - ' ' ^^'^S/Doa (75) ». \ 

* . Or. Fr. ' 



I 



I 



\ 



r 



• <5 



COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL CO- OPERAnQN ' ' . ' 



\ 



Committee for Educational Documentation 
- ' and il^irormation 



„ ' EUDISED: ^Q75 Programme 

-» 7 . p 

Analysis of articles in periodicals spec;Lalising 
. in the educatitjnal sciences 

' . by • 
Mr Uean VIET, Paris 



/ 



\ 



38.570 
04.6 



ERIC • 



i)ECS/Doc. (75) ^ 



- 1 



EUDISSD 1975: P'rograrnme 



29 January 1975 




c6rn^\3to.a and. na-'tronal pilot, pro jec.ts, it seemed desirable for 
the.^^rotSED programme to incliide' tha analysis, ;oC articles i5ublished 
i)OL pl^rlo'dicals dealing with ^ the educational sciences*/ It Is. « 
Jwoi^'thwhll^ 'giying reasons for this 'l?ef ore refuting the objections 
they raise and cohsi^fering the way in which .the operation 'can • 
b«» conditcted. " ' . ' ^ , • ' - - 

•A.:" Reas'ons' Tor' this ahalysis « , ' 

* ' ; ' ^ : " . " ^ • ' ' ^ 

/The information ^contained in articled »in s^Secialised 
/periodicals is by an-d large information about research ^ frequently 
an. a.l?ticre''reports on the results of. a completed research pVc jegt, 
sums up' researc]^ in progress, triggers off an argument about 
me^hbd^^' the ideas us?d et<5. And^ 'this cannot be neglected in a 
.programme based on r'e'sear'bh develcipment. 



2. ' Such information 1*5 diffictxlt to digegt because of the number 
and diversity of its sources. Fpr example, 59 journals ' were 
included for Frapc6 in. the World. List of ^periodicals specialising * 
in the educational ac^ences j[ 1 ) because of their^^sciehtific y.ature • 
If we add ^Op the French periodicals whose articles are analysed 
oy national oiblJ.dgraphj ccil bodies (CNRS, INRDP, CREFED ctc) the 
total "number i$ ^30. In the Bulletin signal^tlque (bescrjiptive 
Btgiletln) of the 'OMRS alone, l,b95 dpcuments in French wor\ quoted . 
in 197^^^ aiic^ taki-ng into account literature not produced ii\FMncc 
'aind rion-periodicai publications such as books^ that must; repkv3Scnt 
about. 1,C00 articles. And. the Descriptive Bulletin makes nol^ntion 
of 10 periodicals of the 59 included in the World List! No' 
administxjatbr, no researcher and no. teacher can deal with this 
^^n5 V -.Uj nv^ss of documents if he is not provided with ^the essential 
instruments."^" * ^.^ ^ " 

But the Information contained.. in articles in periodicals is 
hofc^at .present the subject 'bf concerted treatment ^ The institutipns 
'6ornK^lng the bibliographies do so in the light of- the aims they \ 
hava^^s^. themselves and -^without any r^al' desire to ensure that 
their efrort^ "converge at national level. .Of the' IJO French * - , > ' 
^pc^riodicaLs treated in Franpfe,'at l^a^t 30, are analysed both 
\hy CKRS and ^Il^RDP"^* if wo inplude other^dt>ci' ' itarjr bodies such 
as. 'CREFSD, ^EDIF etc the overlapping becomes ^evAin more marked: * 
Sucji QT/erlapping naturally affects the overall cos^'^^^oiL.j^formation 
services. ' ^ '^^^-^ 



(1) Published by Mouion, .Parj.s.,.LThe Hague 197^ 30? J 
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4. \' It also transpires thatf the- contents of cvrticles are 
analysed almost everywhere according tp difj-erent metyds. Work 
is bVsed'in p^rtibular on documentary languages which 'constitute^ 
very different scieni:ific systems; since* they are not co-ordinated, 
•they present the user who wishes^ to pass from one to the other 
with ^ .labyrinth xn which the key-words represent serious traps,. 

5. ' Lastly, it is obvious that the treatment of artjiles is , , 
got ej^austive at national level^in spite of the °^^fl;PP^?S 
involved. Imp ortant periodicals are not taken into/account because 

/they do not completely come within the. field of ^interest of the 
services making the analysis -or because the latter h^ve not 
established sufficiently close relations to ensure total coverage. 

These reasons alone would justify the inclusion of the / 
analysis of articles in periodicals in ..the EUDiSED Programme for 
1975 ;even if it were not obvious in other respects that -it ■ 
p?o?ides the b^5.t touchston e for the two instruments which hav^^ 
been cireated ; the thesaurus and the communic_ation forma^. i^ecause 
of . the multi plicity .of the subjects,^ they cover, arti-gles,^^ 
periodicals,, even more than research projects, could serve to 
test documentary language in.^a truly comprehensive ";anner. To 
elaborate ■ this lan^age, considerable use was made of the indi;6es 
breoared in order to analyse articles in periodicals and it ^ouia 
?Slay thi least t^e strSn|e if that method wer^ '?o^Lf Snd ^ ^ 
The same is true in respect of the communication format and 
th? -It^da^ds whose relevance ,for strictly bibliographical usage 



iriust be checked.. ' ^ 



information such as contributions to congresses, reports etc 
in addition to articles in periodicals and booKs. , 

8. ■ The material thus obtained will add to the basic data ^ 
and supplement iriformation obtained directly f °";/^^earch The 
flow will the^ be' considerable enough for it to be possible 
to consider, /in each of the countries taking part in the network, 
the setting up of a system for disseminating information on 

inlerlst Kiles. sSch a system, caii ed-f.5r-J3-yi#any>^surs., - - 

f^SSrmilirmation should be provided %\j|s^lf ^^^Jf 
■gd that can b^' done only on the basis of a ^^^^^ively large 
Collection .of documents which only arto^cles periodicals can 
provide. - - % 

B. Ob.lections 

Other reaoons exist in -addition to those Which hav^ 
been given, but doubtl^^.ss . it is preferable to- answer briefly 
a number of objections. ' ' 
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1. \l'he first is -base.d on the fact' that, every country already 
has bibliograohical s5?rYices and no purpose can be served by 
adding.'a EUDl'SED service to them- This argument is not valid 
if' it is rerpembered that EUDISED does not' seek to .replace what 
already exists but rather to. provide a. framework in which 'national 
serviced will be able to integrate themselves with a view to' 
exchanging iiaformation on a. European, ley e'l. A simulation exercise 
based on articles in periodicals should show that this 'integration 
Is possible, thanks to the instruments prepared for the co-operative 
treatment of educational information. In order 'to' conduct , this ^ 
exercise efficiently, it will be necessary to secure the 
participation of existing documentary bodies. ' 



2. A more fundamental objection arises when the value itself 
of the information conveye.d by articles -in periodicals is 
questioned. This calls for a discussion in .depth which would 
not be appropriate within the framew„ork of EUDISED. /Thg^uropean 
system is based on what exists and its justificatipn-is' the 
exchange of information. But it does not have -to -produce that 
= information; it takes it whecever^t is to be found. ^ And the 
-fac-t.^is that* it is^.Qb-tained'l.argely from the treatment of 
articles Tn "periodicals. " " . 

■5. Lastly, in order to oppose. the operation, -it is also 
possible to. argue along the lines that it will involve considerable 
costs and constitute a burden for the national services in 1975. \ 
It is true that the simulation exercise, will bo a burden even 
if it deals with a small portion of the. mass of documents. But 
it is surely a good investment, .because the exercise should 
normally lead to a better division of labour in respect of 
documentary analysis at- national level and thus to economies 
for the bodies concerned. ' ' 

C. The conduct of the op'eration ♦ 

■ The operation should normally be conducted according to' 
the pattern adopted in 197^ for researcji projects, completed 
research and national pilot projects. 

1, A contract will' be cdncludejd between the 'Council of Europe 
"Itnd' a person responsible i-n-f-i-ve .member. s,tat es. _^This person will 
not act on -his own behalf in that he villi not himselT^analyse - 
articles. Nor will he act solely on behalf of the institution 
employing him; but will endeavour to obt^ain the co-operation 9 
of other institutions pursuing similar aims in order to prepare 
the harmonisation of documentary activities at national "level* 
The division of labour will be arranged according to the 
periodicals treated: one institution will analyse the articles 
in a given periodical, anothdr will study tho3e in a different^ 
peri6dical etc. The choice, of periodicals,- which should be as' 
varied as possible, could perhaps be based on the -recently published 
World List of periodicals specialising in the ed ucational sciences. 
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The person responsible .will collect the analyses whose :.nuoiber 
must be fixed in advance- probably 100 analyses jper country would 
be an adequate sample. " , - | 

^. Eacii aKialysis will be recorded on a model form distributed 
in advance. This form will also include the informatipn necessary 
for cataloguing the articles m accordance with EUDISED^ standards. 
After being -assembled at national level, the analyses will be 
transmitted to a central body in order to check the efficient 
-application pf'the EUDISED instruments; they Will then^ be 
prepared for machine recording. - . ^ 



5 As irTigy^, 'that will be done at the British Library unless 
it is cdhsidered desirable to try out ^he CID facilities at 
Luxembourg. The ultimate , result wilj be the publication oi 
a bulletin of 'analyses produced together wi<th its^;indi?es by 
computer. ' This bulletin wilL then serve as a ref^erence for. the 
national -seryices which will be able to use this, model or make any 
improvements of their own choosing. 



<Tean VIET 
Maison des. Sciences de I'Homme 
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The^EUDISED project was defined by the Counoil :of Europe 
in 1969* and has been managed since then in the framework fixed, 
Wit^hin that institution, by the Council f or .Cul'tural CorOperation 
and its Committee for Educational Documentation^ and. Information. 
Today it i? passing from the thepretical to »the practical st&ge*, 
and this raises problems (establishment of the system, . * 
logistical support, management costs, eta) which need to.be 
examined, after a rapid survey of what has been accomplished 
so- far; . • " * 

• I. . . 

I . THE DEVELQPJVIENT QP EUDISED ' 
Principal stages • * 

Between I969 and I97I the Courjicil of Europe specified* 
the main characteristics of a system for the exchange of 
^educational information between its member states, then it 

* arranged for the prepa.2f»ation, in 1972 and 1975^9 of-^the two 
instruments required for Ifes smooth functioning: -a set of 
standards to be applied* at the ^computer input s^age? and. a 
documentary language conceived for setting ouf^-the information 
to be transmitted. Tl^e manual on standard* appeared /in 1975. ^ 
Trieo EUDISED multilingual thesaurus- for information-processing 
in the field of education was published at the beginning, of 
197^ in versions: Fre^nch, English ajid German; a Portuguese 
version^bas sijice; been published in Brazil and two obher 
.versions, Spanish and Dul^ch, are in the process of pv^blicatiom 

In 1974 and 1975^ the Council of Europe decided to apply 
these two instruments, so a,s fully to establish their relevance, 
and encourage member states to. use them-, for processing their < 
information, from a European ra-ther than a^ purely nationa'l 
angle, ' . * " . 

♦ 

They are being applied in five fields, chosen for the 
interest they hold for the different categories of users • 
(administrators, researchers'? • teachers, eto)r these are current 
educational research, recently completed research, national 
pilot projects; non-book material, and cirticles published in 
specialised periodicals. In each one of these fields a 
representative sample of their national output is being processed 
simultaneously by several member states; contracts for this work 
have been concluded between the Council of Europe and the 
institutions responsible. Inscribed on specially prepared 
analysis forms, the data are checked and thei!' sent to London 
t?o be processed by the British Library computer. Bulletins 
relating to each of the five^ fields are produced to explain 
the operation, to disseminate initial information, and to 
provide a frame of reference for the work which should hence- 
forth be carried out systematically in the various countries. 
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Eri^ of proKram'me In 1975 

, As far as the Council of Europe is 'concerned, management • . 
of -.the pWamme could end' there. The only item entered in 
the- 1976 budget for EUDISlSD is the meetings of experts which 
seemWcessary for the -co-ordination of activities. The 
Council" of Europe considers, in fact, that it will have • 
fulfilled its mission by the end of 1975, when conditions ; 
Si 4 such tLt EUDISED can function by" itself, its operation 
thereafter being guaranteed by the advantages it' represents for 
.all thl p^rticipsints. Now that the benefits of regional 
co-ope?atioji ha?e been demonstrated and that the .instruments 
necessfry to ensure- it have been establis.he^d, it is up to 
the states to '.take- over . * > ' • •> ' ■ . 



This c'onsi deration rests on a sound conception of the 
relationships which mjist exist between an inteiynational 
organisation and^ its member states: the -former ^nnot . 
substitute 'for the latter^indefinitely, • nor can It manage 
■alone an -undertaking to which they are not, resolv6,d to 
devote the necessary effort.. But it is fj?, ^Jf ^ „et- 
initial assumption of a completely decentr.alised EUDISED net- 
work: -nt was taken for granted that once -the fystem was 
functioning, thanks -to the. first impUlse provided by the 
Council of Europe, the organisation model devised by common 
agreement, and to the instruments guaranteeing compatibility, 
elch cLntry would process its own documentary material and 
would /thus have a sort of exchapge c^rrency^enabling it to 
obtaiA contributions from its neighbours and to build a data 
base,/ that wa^ both, national and European for its own needs. 

Although this plan is stilV'basically valid, experience 
in applying the EUDISED thesaurus and standards in 197^ has . 
■ sSown that it neeas modifying to some extent. It would' seem 
necessary to provide for a central unit at International level 
?o cJS7out a number , of. functions inherent in the Permanent 
nature of the system. It also seems indispensable, • Judging at 
Jlasff^om F?ench. experiefice, to set up a similar central 
nnTh at national level , I sort of co-ordinating promoting 
body, serviced by a small\ permanent staff. 

' The functions, location arid cost of these units for the • , 
maintenance of EUDISED, ^aB international and national level, 
are. examined below. - 

11. THE .INTERNATIONAL LEVEll 
' Functions of the central unit ^ ' . 

The first concerns the checki bfi of data at the input stage, 
The use of the EUDISED documentary language and standards_ 
' in 1974 has shown that 'it is necessary for this checking to 
be centralised, at least during a certain trial period. 
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Going through the central unit, even though the data is 
being processed locally, would constitute a kind of training 
in the .EUDISED' system J which is essential for each of the . 
national agencies. This training could be obtained in 
another manner: • an .expert could, for example, visit each / 
country to organise courses and to ensure, on the spot, that 
data were checked at- the input stage; it would nevertheless 
remain, along with the . checking, a function of the central 
unit in so far as it is necessary for the maintenance of 
the .system. . * 

Another function concerns the management of the EUDISED 
thesaurus and standards , ' which cannot be considered as final; 
they must keep pace with the development of language and 
technology, ^d b,e constantly adapted in the lights of 
expei?ience. ' Since .these are corranon instruments, this must 
necessaHiy be a task for the central unit, 

.A further task ^would be to provide a data input, service 
for certain rtiember states which have no automated educational 
d^ocuunentation services as "yet and therefore cannot produce 
tapes themselves for exchange with other countries. In, short, 
the central unit would play the 'same role as the' INIS Centre . 
in Vienna does for some of the countries which practise the . 
system inaugurated by the ''International A^tomic Energy Agency, 
♦ ' * 

It^'could conceivably also serve jbo provide access to data 
bases outside the member states , in so far as these touch on 
educational problems and, cann6t always be consul,ted through 
national systems, MEDLARS would be one example,' but also the 
bases being developed by international organisations: OECD, 
ILO, UNESCO, etc. The central unit would serve as an inter- • 
mediary between EUDISED users and the specialised networks 
which carry educational material. 

In order to do thia, it would have t6 convert the outside 
data into EfUDISED dal^ and would th.en function as a producer 
of conversion software . Nor would the* software^ be used only 
for handling outside data. It is also indispensable within ,the 
EUDISED system if the network is to stay closely IjJ/nked to 
the local and national systems, which are very vaSied, ancj if 
ful,l benefit is to be derived from the massive investment 

. already devoted by the institutioni^" in member states to 

•retrieval softwar.e, , 

Programme 1976>-78 \ / 

On the basis of the functions outlined above and of 
the operations already launched in 197^ ahd 1975> a triennial* 
.programme has been worked out for the central unit at 
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European level. It provides for the input qf the following 
datai with everythi-ng this implies in the way of checking .-or 
requires in the way of maintaining the instruments used.- ■ 

• • - data dn research and development in education (reoearch 
in progress, recently completed research,, national pilot 
projects), at the rate of 2,000 inputs in 197.6 and an . 
. average of 1,0.00 additional- inputs each year; « 

- data" on non -bootc material , at the rate of about 3,000 
inputs in 1977 /and an average of 1,500 inputs each year 
thereafter; ' ' - ■ 

bl blfographic'al data, especially on articles published 
■ in specialisfed periodic-;alsr approximately 6,000 inputs 
in 1978 ( annual V average of 1,500 inputs^ thereafter) . • 



/ 
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Cost . / 

The Coundil of Europb and the Commission of the European 
CommuSlies^intly commLsioned an English expert C^W Townsend, 
to Produce financial analysis of, the operations to be carried 
ly oeTrllh at European, level, with the object of J^^p.anng 
estimates../ The results of this analysis will- be known^m 

March 1975. 

' ■ » 

Location' ^ " ^ 

Si4ce the Council of Europe considers that its direct -.• 
contrifition to the development or EUDISED>|nds -m 197b, the 
centr^al unit cannot be located in Strasbourg, where the^ 
loglltical support wou3^e lacking in any\case, as there is ^ . 
no ^automated, documentary system at- the Council. 

' -.Contacts have been m^dejwith the Commission of the 
European Communities in Brusfels and Luxembourg, and it;^ 
appears ^hat appropriations for th^ operation" of the central 
SnirSSuld be included in the EEC Commission budget from the 
nnancial year 1976. arrangement would be workea out to . - 
allow the Eurooean states which v;©re not members. of tne ■ 
fiiropeanVo^^^^^ to participate in the .proposed programme. ^ 

The fkct' that the expenditure would covered by th/ 
•EEC Commission budget -does not necessarily imply that the ( 
Commission itself would exercise th6.. functions of the qentVal 
iiThit The choice is between two alternatives: either these 
functions wou?d be assumed, by the Documentation and Information 
Centre Sf the European Communities, which already manages • 
?'n?orma?ion in Luxembourg; or they would be given to a national 
agew acting under contract, and the unit would be located m 
Paris, London, Brussels Or some other EEC city. 

;III; THF. NATIONAL LEVEL , 

fThe part which follows concerns proposals to be carried 
out within -the- French national framework by the creation of 
a iNaWoSal EUDISED Committee with representatives from all , 
?Jrin2titutions processing educational information and of 
: arid o?Sce coSposlS Sf fivf people with access to a computer.,) 
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BACKDROUND 

i, Tho preparatory stages of fchs EUDISED Projact oomprlsoa the; 
publication of thj: g..naral, feasibility study (thra^ vols.) in - 
1969, of ths technical fjasibility study (two vols.) in 1971.and, 
finally, of tha two main EUDISED instruments, tha format and 
tha thesaurus. in 1973/1974. With thedo publications the pre- 
paratory stagas have been completed. 



EUDISED WORK- PROGRAMME 1Q7U 

2# Thj project has now .L^ntarad its operational phasci'on an* 
^ axporjmental basis and in One of tho. fna^in 'fields of education - 
rjsoarch and developmant. This was tha main rosult of tha 
raaetinc of the ICbmraittaa for EduQ,ational Documentation and • 
Information on 15 and 16 May 197^ 'at Strasbourg*' . , • 

3^ ' For th^; rh-.^ating tho committee^ s Bureau had prepared a report 
on the various possibilitios of' putting tha .jiTJDlSED project Into 
operation. (San docuraant DECS/Doc (7^) 8-) In its report the 
Buraoju emphasised that the EUDISED instruments, the format and 
tho thasaiarus, could ba applied to any field of cjducation - to 
statistics as w J 11 as to legislation, to ciarriculum matters, to 
taaching aids and to research and davelppment* Thus an interchange 
of information bctwoan all participating countries was in theory 
possible • But the following questions arose. Were the centres • 
which collect and disseminate educational information at tha | 
national level, already prepared for computer based information 
exchange with foreign centres? And was .iducational experiancj 
as such transf.?rable from on^ country to another, or, in other 
v/ords, was educational information gonaratod in ona country 
relevant to a broader public in another country, apart from those 
who specialis? in comparative education? VJithout these two elements 
an advanced national infrastructure. ?nd d^vjlopod lnt;2rnational 
user needs - no European information exchange ayst^im would be 
viable* The Bur.ru ther:fore proposed to limit, for tha t:line 
being, the experimental implementation of JUDISED to thc^ field 
of educational research and development vjhere the^ prerequisites 
_ for an information exchange system already exist in a number ox 
member states, 

H\ The committee followed the Bursaut.o proposals and djcided 
to carry out a'nunibor of jxpariments in the field of educational 
research and development to test the' EUDIGED instruments end, at 
the same time, to demonstrate the potentialitiec of their practical 
application. The following axparimints v/ill be carriad out under 
contract with the Council of Europe in 1974: 

- information on on->going Educational research exemplified 
by som.e I50 projects to be selected by five countries 
and to be published in EUI)ISED R&D BUUETIN 01; 
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- information -on completed educatioVial research, exemplified^ 
by some 75 projects to t»e selected by five countries and, 
to be published in EUDISED R&D BULIETIN 02; ^ 

- information on national 'pilot pro.iects of educational reform, 
exemplified by some 30 projects,- to be selected by three . 

• countries and published in EUDISED R 6k " EULI^ITIN 03.. . 

5. Information on these projects will^be systematised in accor- 
dance with a common worksheet and computer processing" will be 
carried out by the British Library .under contract with the Council 
of Europe. . > 

6. Furthermore, the committee decided to carry out case^ studies, 
to be provided -by foyi: countries, on the national R 4 D information 
systejns in education. The case studies will describe the present 
national systems, their achievements and deficiencies and outline 
the various trends of development. An analysis, of these case 
studies .will load, it is hoped, to recommendations for the further 
development of the national infrastructures. 

, EUDISED WORK PROGRAMME IN 1975 

7. The comml-ttee also gave guidelines to its Bureau foF'the 
preparation of the 1975 work programme. The five main items of 
this programme will be : — 

- Thesaurus 'management: tlie EUDISED thesaurus is at present^ 
stored in tho ILO computer in Geneva; the experience gained 
with its application in 197^ will make it pos^ble to 
develop mc;thod« of co-operation between national exptjrts 
for keeping the thesaurus up to date; 

- Format develootnent : on the basis of the format which is 
being tested 'in 197U, bridging software has to bo developed 

; to make possible the exchange of tapes between national 

centres, in such a way that each centre^ can hear the tapes 
t of the other centres, 

- Study of the SDI ^Wvices (Selective Dissemination of 
Information) v/hic^h are at present being developed for 

! ^ education in a number of member states; 

- Extension of ^EUfilSED to the field of educational media; 
'under the CCCt^ Educational Technological Project a study 

on common cataloguing of non-book material suitable for 
use in education has been carried out by an expert. On 
the basis of this study a few expcrinents on tho application 
of EUDISED to such common cataloguing and to the exchange 
of bibliographical information in this field could he 
undertaken. Computer based catalogues of educational media/ 
exist already In some member states (eg HELPIS (Higher 
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Education Ljrrning'Prograinmas Information 3yst<2ms) of iho 
United Kingdom Council for Educational T-Jchnblogy ) ; 

- Cost-benefit analysis of EUDISED in comparison with 
. . traditionol byjtjiasi the committee fjlt this analysis 
to be ...an indispjnsable factor in reaching decisions on the" 
further implomjntation of EUDISED; " 

FROM 1Q76 ONl-ZARElS 

G, The exparira.-ntal phasj of thj EUDISED project, financed by 
th;-' CCC in 1971^ and. 1975* aims at tosting its instruments and 
presenting tho "rofjult'; which could be expocted from it. Thus ' 
m-irnber governm-jntc ::hould be able .to decide frora'1976 onv;Qrd3 
whether EUDISED meets their needs, hov; far It could be incorporated 
into their national education policies- and what provision should 
be niado for, co-operation by their national Centres at the inter- 
nationsa Isvel, . . * 

/ ■ • • 

SECRETARIAT ASSESSf-IE^ 

9. Even if .CUDIGED never reached thi phase of general implc- 
mjntation, the feasibility studies, the format and the thesaurus 
will have helped to improve the existing national documentation 
and information cystum? in education. 

EUDISED can only bo implemsnted succo-slVoly fiold by field - 
eg educational rjsearch and development, educatiohal medii, 
statistics. The prs- onfe financial con^-'traints havo Dade it 
doubtful v/hethei? in the njxt fviw year-. EUDIOED can be fully 
implemented in on-j or other of these fijlds. in as.-sessing the . 
cost factor, it should not be oy3rloo'.--d, however, that experience 
v/ith the applicati.in of computer, techniques to national library 
systems has shown the npw system to h<j cheaper than the continuou.!: 
expansion of the old system. The same obviously applies to 
aducational documentation and information. 

\ . ■ ' 

Jhould 'EUDrJED become fully implemented in a nimiber of fields, 
it v/ould cre^-te a common European market for national thought 
and cxperi.5nc;2 in vi due at ion. 




.Strasbourg, -12 l^ovember 1974 
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. . ..Braft EUDISED Programme 1976 1978 

— ^ • • ^: 

/ • ' ■ M . . 

■ ii At the meeting of the Bure^u^-of the Committee for' ^ 

ISducational Documejotq^tior) 'and In forma ti-on, hed'd at the office 
/-of the. Commission of the European Communities (DG XIII) in 
Luxemburg on 6 apd 7 l-ovember 1974, proposals for a 'three- 
year programme for the .period 1976-1978 .were formulated. 
The proposals are based on the need t:> co-ordinate information 
exchange activities at other than national level. They are 
the product of efforts on the par.t both of- the Council of 
Eupope-and the'.Europeap -C'cnimunities to work jointly in the 
important .field of educational documenta,tion and information, 
•wifhir. the framework of the future European in format Ton 
network. , ' 

2." It eiji4rges that- in t.'.is f iel-d^ severaj functions W(^uld 
have to be fulfilled centrally, namely: , . ■ ' • 

. 2.-1 Con tro-L pertaining both tb . th.e 'Utilisation of -the 

E-'DISED multilingual thesaurus and ta respect of the 
EUiDlSED standards and -format. It would bear'on the 
processing of the data cafried out by the different 
<^ national agencjes", using the' common worksheet.- 



2.2 It is understopd that data input would normally 

'ta'ke plaie at national level and that raagne^tSq t6pe 
copies wolild be cpllected and. further processed/ 
centrally. ..This national material would be merteed 
with that obtained' in th^ field of education frbir, 
various ■ international- organisations, such as AVeSCO, 
ILO,» OECL. The c'cinsolidated material v/ould^_^^' 
'■ redistributed to national agencies., Althcnlgh the ' 
utilisation of the magnetic tapes would sis e ryde 

•at the, national level, specific information 
d?e>Hirements may be met .cfen t rally . 

2.5 F.^anageWrit oT ^he multilingual :;*^DiS»'JD' thesaurus, ♦ 
» updating of L'JDiS.v'D .standards and format, provisinn 

\ • of user soitw?^re packages for the benefit of 
national age^icies. ' . • / 

3. These three functions could be fulfilled either by the 
Commission of tlie iiJuropean Cofnmunities or by a national 
agency^ v/orking under contract. 

4. As alr(^3dy agreed' by the Committee for Educational - 
Documentation and Information, three types of. information 
originating in the member States of the Council fo:f Cultural 
Co-operation (CCC) would initially be processed in the 
liUDISED framework (othnr types of information, e.g, in ^e 
statistical fields .could be added subsequently): 
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4.1- Information -or: educational research and- deyplp|)nient 
(ori-going reseiirch, coinple i..' rer-er^^M-.h^ V/S^p^tiajial 
T^ilot-pro^ects) , amounting to s-crme 2 ,U'f ^entries . 
' • . in 1976, with ar aveifage yej:rly incrom^^M^, of. some 
1,000 entries. ' ,-; " " -=''ic'' 

' \ ' 

4.2 I^on-booic rnater.ialj an input of sohie....3,00.0 items is 
forecast for 1977, with a Subseque;;-t.iy'earlv 
complement oi' sone 1, !500 iten^s. '* , ,, _ , 

4.3 Bibliographical inforreation res^rlta^ from -cstalogum 
and/or abstracting of articles on education and. 
oth^r . material not already presided for»by .the , - • 
programme. This iS-estiinatedjat' sbi^ie 6..,O00 entries • 

'■ .. in' "1978, with en apprqxaniaij.e:, yearly" c'ompl^ra^^^ 

' '1,500 entries.- ■. • -^'^ ° v ■ - • 

■ • ' . • ; ■ . ■ V:^ ■ c : • ... 

5t An estimate, of costs entailed by , the .operatiQns ^be 
carried' out centrally is. planned,', jvi;th°.the aiiin of det:?riT!ining 
the'necessary, budgetary apprppr^iatioriS.. ' This assessmeitt 
sh6.uld*be commissioned from an^ expert no'tiiinated jointly by 
thia-Opuncil of Europe and the Ccaimis^ion of the European 
Communities', who will^each contribute half of the expenditure. 

'6. ■ /' meetinp of thel Bureau of "the Committee will be held 
at ,the Paris' Officg of the C'Mrfcil of Europe on 17 and 18 
Becernber 1974, with the participatipn of the Commission of 
^Iji^European Communities and & representative of the 
Comiait}tee f or^ Jnf orraatian and/Boqumentation on Science and 
Te'ch^isibgy .(CIDST}-,-. in .order, to give to the expert guidelines 
.f or ms'^.yeport . . :f£h;is r^.port will, "as far ar possible, be 
sub-TBitto.d- to ^the ^CIDST^ -i-'n ' time'..for its meeting in Larch 1975. 

- .-■<*'■. . , ■' . , 

'7.'-/ The appropr'i&tions covering the above-mentioned central 
op.erati'ons^wdiiia "be, inserted in the budget of the Commission 
of the European Communities from 1976 onwards. A mechanism 
wauid. be -sit up to enable .turol^ean 'States which are not 
'member's o'f the European Communities to participate in tLe 
proposed programme, for instance by making use of the special 
project procedure as provided for- by the statutes of the CC^. 

8. It is understood that the Council of liiurope will 
continue to organise and finance the meetings of experts 
from the States participating in the. EUCJSIJi) project wi|h 
a viev/ to^^^^ccjAordinating activities. 

9. This dr^tft E'JDIJKD programme for the period 1976'-1978 
will be submitted for f'.^rther consideration to the competent 
bodies of the Council of i-urope and the European Communities.- 



GONSfelL DE L' EUROPE^— ^ 
— COUNCIL OFHJRpPE 



Strasbourg, 1975-04-28 

'I 

Sub.ject : Ccnnittee for Educational Documentation emd Information, 
Annual ne.eting, Strasbourg, 21/22 May 1975 . , 



The Secretariat has been asked by several national 
• delegations to prepare annotations to the draft agenda. 

In reply to this re(«uest the Secretariat has pleasure 
in submitting the attached docur.;ent. ^ 

The invitations to nominate delegates to the annual 
meeting have been addressed, as customary, to the Heads of 
Delegations to the Council for Cultural Co-operation on 
18 March 1975- 

Travel and sub'sistence expenses for one participant 
^ p,er country will be reimbursed by the Council <|f Europe, 

- Division for Educational 
H ■ • ' Doounentation and Research 



eb.iet : Conifce pour la Documentatio-.. ct 1 ' Information , 

pedagcgiques, ^ oo ■ -tni^ 

Reunion annueile, Strasbourg, ios tl et 22 mai 1975 



I Plusieurs delegations natioriales cnt demandd au 

Secretariat de preparer des observations au projot d'ordre 
dlu jour. 

1 * 

En reponse a cette demartde, le Secretariat a le 
plaisir de "vous soumettre le document ci-joint. 

Les invitations a designer les delegues a la reunion 
annueile -ont etd .adressees, <:ov:x-:.e d'habitude, aux chefs des 
delegations au Conseil de la Cooperation Culturelle, le / 
18 mars 1975. 

Les frals de. voyage et dc sdjour d'un participant 
par pays seront rembourses par le Conseil de 1 'Europe. 

Division do la Documentat* on 
de la Recnerche pedagcgiques 



